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find ways to spend spare time 
Dungeons and Dragons provides elaborate role-playing 

by Cammy Clark 

Shivering, you stumble down a 
dark tunnel. The walls are clammy 
and a damp smell hangs in the air. 
With every step you grow more fear­
ful of what lies ahead. Your friends 
have deserted you. Death draws near. 

Sound creepy? Don't worry; it's 
just someone's imagination. This is 
an example of a situation a DM, or 
Dungeon Master, might place before 
you if you were playing Dungeons and 
Dragons (D&D). 

D&D is an elaborate game of 
make-believe where you, the player, 
make decisions that will determine 
your destiny. About fifty kids from 
the surrounding area participate in 
this complex game of the imagina­
tion. 

The players have a zeal for the 
game that is hard to match. When 

players are asked to explain the plot, 
the words tumble quickly out of their 
mouths. To an outsider, the game 
sounds impossible. It's not really. Prac­
tice and creativity will get anyone off 
to a great start. 

"D&D is an experience in role­
playing that gives the players the 
ability to work in the ultimate real­
ity-the mind," said D&D enthusiast 
and hobby shop owner Scott Andersen. 

Numerous hours are spent at the 
hobby shop devising new characters, 
situations, and being with friends. 

"On a typical gaming night we 
will spend about six hours at the shop, 
but we will only play for about three 
or four hours. It's also a social gather­
ing for us," said sophomore Vincent 
Nye. 

D&D is a predominantly male 
sport. The players believe this is be­
cause the game is so technical and 
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very adventure-oriented. "It doesn't 
have to be, and maybe it shouldn't be 
mostly male," said Nye, "but no one 
else really seems to be interested." 

Most players began gaming at an 
early age and were introduced to the 
game by an older brother, uncle, or 
friend. "My brother got me into D&D, 
and I have been playing ever since 
sixth grade," said sophomore Zak 
Jacobsen. 

Recently D&D has come under 
question by adults and some national 
talk shows for influencing kids to 
worship Satan. D&D players think 
these claims were made because 
people are ignorant about the way 
the game is played. Because the game 
is set in the medieval time period, it 
sometimes includes demons. These 
demons are not created to influence 
kids. They are made to represent the 

forces of evil portrayed in the game. "I 
think people attack anything that is 
out of the nor�," said sophomore J ac 
Pier. 

"I think the persecution that D&D 
suffers is similar to the persecution of 
rock music," said Andersen. "If you 
are twisted and demented before you 
listen to it, then you might hear some­
thing bizarre in the lyrics. By the 
same token, if you are in love and you 
listen to a love song, you will make it 
relate to yourself." 

Andersen says that probably more 
adults play D&D than kids. The game 
really caught hold in the 1970s and is 
played on college campuses all over 
the United States. 

"It's a good way to take a break 
from the real world; if your player 
dies, then hey, it's just a game," said 
Pier. 

Clark makes harp harmony 
by Sally Herrin 

The music of angels is played more 
brilliantly during the Christmas sea­
son than any other time of the year. 
For the past five years this music has 
been played by harpist Cammy Clark. 

"One of our family friends played 
the harp. We always thought it was a 
unique instrument, so I decided to try 
it," said Clark. 

Playing the harp involves hard 
work and practice. "I usually practice 
more when I know I have something 
coming up thatl have to play for," said 
Clark. 

Clark travels to Sioux Falls once a 
month for private lessons withJantze 
Larsen, a harpist in the South Dakota 
Symphony. 

Clark plays a Troubador III harp. 
This harp has no pedals and requi�es 
that all key changes be done manu­
ally. "A Troubador III is a beginning 
harp, as you advance you can move on 
to pedal harps and concert grand 
harps," said Clark. 

Performing on the harp has given 
Clark many unusual experiences. 
"When Governor Mickelson was re­
elected I was asked to play at his 

inaugural brunch at the Cultural 
Heritage Center. I played background 
music and people walked by and 
looked at the exhibits while I played. 
Every once and a while someone 
would stop and listen to me. I had 
played for about half of an hour when 
I looked up to see the Governor watch­
ing me. My hands started shaking 
and it was an extreme effort to play 
the next song. I have never been so 
nervous in my entire life!" said Clark. 

During the Christmas season Clark 
plays for many different activities. 
She has had requests from churches, 
local businesses, and community 
Christmas concerts. Every year she 
plays for the Palm Sunday and Christ­
mas Community Chorus concerts. 
Last summer she played at four wed­
dings. 

Clark recieves recognition through­
out the community for her talent. "It's 
great when people I don't even know 
recognize me and comment on my 
playing. It makes me feel good to 
know that people are listening," said 
Clark. 

Junior Steph Collison seems to sum 
up Clark's playing best when she says, 
"I could sit and listen to her all day." 










